colnin New Orlearf{~ Bincoln’s Kentucky birth
od ~Lincoln and the. io River~A traumatic

to describe his e ears, Repubhca iden-
tial nogainee Abrg“mcoln diffide uoted Thomas “El
W& aC hurchyard” b onding, “The sh m
an Y1 Extraordinary ncoln came to b anna
y typified the ex nce of many, p most

in the trans-/ hian West of t y nin

ost of his life, L. s American e
L1nco ces-

tional or unusua e same may be s

tors
@more did Lincol w of his mother’s came
' frogi®a tamily of the na Hanks. . . .2 a genea-
lo challenge becaus@ts intergeneratio ascribe the
s@ ive or so Chr1st n names to its scores r matrilineal
\ emtor was Ada 1p1ey, who arriv rom England
1668 Shipley’s ndents over the de their way to
o O’lrglma one, arried a man named James Hanks. The couple,

in ensuing ye ne, possibly concel out dlock with a Vir;

3

planter and around 1784, w ecom mother of a presid €
A More is known of Lincoln’ al si races to Samuel Ifincoln,
In, 1847-1865, ed. y Lamon
y, 1895), 9.

er 20, 1859, in TheMollected Works of
ick, NJ: Rutgers Um Press, 1953),

coln (N York: Simon & Schuster, ), 19-21; Louis

%arren, Lincoln’s Yo ana Ye n to Twenty- One, —1830 (Indianapolis:
diana Historical Society I'ress, nted 2002), 6 y of Nancy Hanks’
egitimate birth allegedly derive ancoln hlmself as his law partner and

future biographer William H. Herndon: See Don E. Fehren and Virginia Fehren-
bacher, Recollected Words of Abraham Lincoln (Stanford, C nford University Press,

1996), 240—-41.

&

O '~ uneducated far modest means, ted hhe Appalachians
@ Kentucky arou 0. Atleast eighe, ei cy Hanks were bb



8 Lincoln in New Orleans

orfolk, Englan o immigrated to
. Samuel succee s a trader, founded
Mordecai, typical

a seventeen-year-ol
Hingham, Mass
a church, and p ed eleyelyoftspring—one

of the traditio hristi mes favored by evout family. One of
Mordecai’s orn i 6 and also christengd with that biblical ap-
pellation, gy wealth n ironmaster an
The yo orde incoln achieved (i
status i oliti cial, and econo
society. Some fa embers were
in 1716@brough coln name an
to Vilnia’s Sﬁdoah Valley, w.
whas later becdily Rockingham C
n’s s raham came to ver two hundredyd

incoln family ro6Wgn that rich Virginia
any ambitious Vi ans in this era,

tune in lands to the west prove@oo tempting to padup.
distab Daniel Boone t fertile soil and Igsh forest i
'\ help nvince the Linco@ uproot and he&e. Du
evolutionary W. ed in the East, am n sold his

$
o

IS ecent blazing o
O ~ the Lincolns to

S Q&
QA»

five en over the
incoln n in 1776 or

pag Daniel Boone’s

able Virginia hol and led his wife

lachians.* Amouns sons was Tlm*
The early 1780 the prime time fo

ilderness Road bled 1can families such as
se the Cumberla ap. S ent road expansi

invited more effgration. Intens1fylﬁ ssure ative Americans
a growing ng of frontier forts brought the white perspeiv,
some measurceor security to th ws supposedly brought
some lev stability to Ke y erratic land ti It is
no coincﬁe that both the s and oln families ind ently
migrat, Kentucky aroun 0—t me year that t ndred
“larg ily boats” navigagfdlown io River to wh e Great
Fall§ifpeded nav1gat10n g the foundano 1ncorpo—
ragg@n, of Louisville.’ a fe s, the Lincolns o thousands
ms of fertile Kenf soil, ough y twenty miles t Louisville.

ir prospects loo ght

4. Donald, Lincoln, 19-21.
5. John G. Nicolay and John Hay, Abrabam Lincoln: 4, 7y (New York: Century

Co., 1890), 1:15.

4\”
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Then, in May@, a tr@ncident radicall red the family’s

destiny. In the w, of t Nre president, “M ernal grandfather,
Abraham Linco . was
when he was | ng to

by indians, not j ttle, but by stealth,
a farm in the forfst’l) with sons Mordecai,

Josiah, an Nnas. T o older boys ran for aid while the bewildered

Thomas, ei&or ten old, remained wi s slain father. cai

returne mus st in time to kill ative American%at—

tempte ke of] the boy. Josiah s@rrived with reinfy ents m

from a nearby for ase off the attac he episode rev e te\

sions violen e Kentucky fro& \
enly ut a breadwinn Lincolns saw prosp,

o
Q
0Q
[¢]
[
=]
-
o
»
=
%
2

i irgini rolled region of ¢g<&tucky t
eldegl s ordecai alone d inherit most g aham’ te.
essed iSlonally with intemce and wit, Mq Linc ould

become an 1illustrious citizen, owner, and raceliol

bree ncle o
Mor run off with all talents of the famidy,” Lincol chor- ~
'~ tled ed a latter-day hidgian, “He had also, ect, r with all m

the

ey.” g
qordecai’s youngest B#6ther Thomas, lac afath inheritance,
¢ n education, suffdred particularly wit mily’s ent. Working
\ # jobs with his ja “all-trades bacé skiﬂ would come to
° Q ow the proverbi ort and simple anitds of th r.” Yet Thomas
Oa

incoln also pr teadfast, reliable gathical, amiable to a degree
often denied hi istory. One ac nce d ed Thomas, wh

surname was spelled “Linkho a ‘
hale,crty-looking ma ediu ght, heavy and °

y n, i
4 square-built, rather clu is gait, ind-looking face,‘
Q Y. quite illiterate .

moderately good ho arp . !

ded as a very hone n.
O A8 O
T ualities helped as w the dawn of 'a w century,

'~
E.'Lincoln to Fell, WZO, 18*0[16’[1‘6&’ Works, 3:51
7. Nicolay and Hay, Abrahdm Linc :2
8. Donald, Lincoln, 21-2.

9. Recollection of Capt. Samuel Haycraft, in “Lincoln’s 8&&thplace: Some Incidents
and Facts Never before Published,” San Francisco Bulletin . 85 (January 16, 1874):
4.

&
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good standing and@‘ly ow

earned him and
storekeepers, R

Montgome

at 15 pg’ i

lings a penc leakley and Mo
a sale to Thomas aw, plane, file,
flatb nd ho struction—an
for onstr of a flatboat at
}S@s forb aunch) of that ti

t

e t point of Ameri
ncedmjourney to New

est Point 1s not determinable,

ery’s

ns. Their exa
is the question o

Orleans £16.1 pounds, 10 shifl
“gold, £13.14.7Y2813 pounds, 14 s
at Thomas was @ack in Elizabetht
umentary ev1de storian Louis
te around March d a return by May

Does this n eek period allow ugh
downriver, tra usmess in New ns, a
foot, or by sl oving keelboat{ elng e
steamboat)? gplcal flatboat launched near

n

Lincoln

the village of E

, and adze—tool
edit to Isaac B
Point."! From t barc

cther 2,894

poun meat constitute cargo. We do k that a ey and

' ery ledger entry d May 16, 180(§s “T incoln
6

gs 7Y

that ill

Lincoln in New Orleans

ethtown. It also
wo Elizabethtown
ery, to build and
oduce. Store records

and 494 pounds gfbeef
ited “21 pounds, il-

records al icate

It Ri nfluence and s ed because it o

@ rture rom

s], fo by a line
ce], indicat-
ased on this

ted a departure

to float 1,300 miles

turn on horseba ,
re the advent of
Point took abou

the Ohio, foll by thr four weeks on t e Mis-

sissippi tmw Orleans.” ch 4 would hav wed

&
’. : days to float

, KY: The Hardin
dJoseph E. Brent/

13. Zadok Cramer, The Navigator, or the Traders’ Useful Gu
gabela, Allegheny, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers (Pittsburgh:
also page 37 of the 1814 edition.

&

ush to travel no° ly (r ut not 1mp0551bWr part
10. en, Lincoln’s Youth, 5, (7. ' b
ald E. McClure, T nturi %abetbtown and Hard County (Eliza-

1971), as quoted b ia Campbell
, Kentuck entuckians: A Cultu ource Inventory

es in Kentucky Associated Wth Presz:i Abrabam Lincoln (Franki®ft, KY: Historical

onfederation of Kent the Abraham LincolnRicentennial Commis-
ion, 2005), 4.
12. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 5,

avigating the Monon-
ramer, 1806), 125. See

N
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of the downriver j ey ing no delays, t ight have land-
ed in New Orle usmess, departe ediately, rode by

horse or keelbo z (one to two we hen continued 600
miles on the horseback to K¢atdtky. Thirty miles be-
ing typ1ca1 rogre 1s leg would have talﬁv around three weeks

s

This timel uts Li and Bush on a chedule to fit
the M w, although it is 1thout document

edent. ester the same reglo era claimed the ez tr1p m
took him one mo

Ieft rleans about the May, and arrived
ay of June [1810]. .¥(n traveling home
thro any Cheyenne a hickasaw tribes
[ing] about eight red miles, sw1m

s wading through s, and sleeping j en a
ground 16

;Q;

d Bush undoubt suffered similar cgnditions. s they

left dlately after the ary 18 ledger tra fon an rned just
bef he May 16 entryewing twelve wee the j y. Whart-
eports in New O s, unfortunatelyg8hanot cl he voyage’s

1, 18 hat the Col-
rriv, t the Collector
a few weeks to

s deﬁ 1 back home on Ma

ort o Orleans may h
sts (w ogged the flatb

A 14. U.S. Nlaval Observatory As ¢cal 1ons Department, “%es of
Q the Moon ://aa.usno.navy.mil/ ocs/ ase.php (accessed r 14,
ebellum visitor repo, i iOmles per day on h@ through

Mississippi. A pedeffiri ~ fifteen to twenty-fi es per day
ads and trails, depepgh , and conditions. A y Herman
erger and Jonathan i e Domestic United Slave Trade:

idence,” Journal o ciplinary History 21, no. 3 (Winte ) 472.
lor 90-1873: An Autob1ogra Y Indiana Maga-

saac Naylor, “Judge Isa
ine osz:z‘ory4 no. 3 ( %er 19
17. The Collector of Leve€ Dugs déd many flatboa their captain’s sur-

me, but by the names given to ats In any case, n r Lincoln appears in
the April 1806 ledger. Wharfinger Réports, Microfilm # QN420, 1806, New
Orleans Collector of Levee Dues—Registers of Flatboats, , Rafts, and Steamboats

in the Port of New Orleans.

K



12 Lincoln in New Orleans

name, captain, cre@l c us the Marine al tax paid), but
e

those intriguing survive for the th of May 1807.%

Newspaper rep f the inger’s records 11 short: the semi-
weekly Louwisi azette ip News” colu cumented numerous
“Kentucky or ¢ arriving at New Ogleans during late winter

and early s[% 1806, 4%t none specifically nating from We int

or Eliz n, n liated with the SLge Lincoln. The wpa—

per listnmber tboats by vessel and state of ori ther m
than owner and cj perhaps the Bugh-Liincoln expeditio mo\

these ly, the Gazettes

missed it, as its Ne&

flatboat arrivals.
New a

S

in Ky walking 8l the way from Ne

3
N
g
v

\ Ky[.J*°
o s Oater in the sa er, Chapman refined his memories. Referring to
O ~ Thomas Lincoln rote that s
o~
b while sided in Ky he madt®two tri own the Ohio
N & ivers to New Orlgans with aac Bush. Th[e]
, y wa[lked] the entire dista ross t untry from New
(w-s black] to their }N n Ky

ouisj gvision of Professiona ervice Proj-

n, Fi on the Mississippi in 1 aton Rouge:
40).

News®Qolumns, Louisiana Gazetté,*sebruary through

. dition pilot named Bush_Ggritten “Bufh” in the
thography of the day) arriving fr clez on a flatboat na olly.
20. A. H. Chapman to Willia: erndon, September , in ed. Douglas L.

&

Wilson and Rodney O. Davis, Herndon’s Informants: Letter. views, and Statements
About Abraham Lincoln (Urbana and Chicago: University ofghilifiois Press, 1998), 100.
21. Ibid., 102.

&
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d addi linsights into thi stion. “Did Ever
ce to Neworlea ' wrote the relative
in 1866; “Not fr diana,” he replied;
his own use[;] d Not Send any pro-

Another relative pr.
Thomas Lincoln
in response to ten
Thomas “Jest daN
duce to anyw place.

ThomagLincoln’s @sure to the unta ower Mississippighalley
and Ne eans o p numerous histﬁuestions. Wha he

—and Thomas In was a noted st ler— m

his son? Did he Abe how to buil gui\

a flat and off with firsth nowledge of the{j¢urney *
i at of slavery?— id he witness i Orle
is position on thggastitution, his late n to "m

hat he taught hg ldren? Thomas t

eans imparts, a very least, a ¢ dime a

ssing of knowledge f; ather to son— S
journeys decades later.

# vealing BleakleggMontgomery store gedger sthhomas ~
'~ makj ore purchases i May 1806, thisqgae® for tic items m

suc cloth and sewi ndries. They w pre on for his

J 2 wedding to an family acquai , tweymmeTwo-year-old

¢ y Hanks. Historfeal characterizatio ancy | e range and
\ th of those ascri ghtly or wron er hﬁ. They are also
° tably contradict n 1896 narrative p s inclined to ro-

S
~ as “a fair and d woman, who ¢ ead a

b ¢ of refinement, a desire to get& from

y

y

cribed Nancy Hanks
rite, who had id
an fortune allo

r quite different

ation . . . on a par with
#A contempora&f her
ring Nancy as © f the
uld throw mo e men
ighbor who atte%“ homas

&

anticize the of a martyred ident,

her. .. % Pgnily acquaintance_remembe
“rather low-s¢&heavy-built wom ithout
§ the ordin lass or circle in WigishShe
Q youth ham another recoll , Ie
most ic women in Kennr, [w

who ut her powers to est.” ¥,

ennis F. Hanks t iJI1¥m H. Herndon, January 26, 186@Jerndon’s Infor-

ys, 176.
. Ida Minerva Ta John Davis, The Early Iite of Abraham Lincoln:
ontaining Many Unpublishéd Doc. Unpublished Remi ces of Lincoln’s Early

riends (New York and London: S° Clure, 1896), 37.
24. Recollection of Capt. Samuel Haycraft, in “Lincoln’@hplace,” San Francisco

Bulletin, 4.
25. Usher Linder, as quoted in Douglas L. Wilson, Hor@i:e: The Transformation of

&



14 Lincoln in New Orleans

and Nancy’s weddlgscr ¢ bride simply as esh-looking girl,
I should say over ty. . e mfare (feast) ollowed the wed-
ding apparently a gre impression on h e described it with
impressive det

ear m . venison; wild t nd ducks; eggs,

y them at two b1ts

tame mmon that you co
el; ma up, swung on a stg o bite off for coff
iskey; in big gourds; peac d-honey; a sheep t
the two fa barbecued whole coals of woods bu

0 ered with green s to keep the j JUIC
d ar r the whiskey bott
QNaney Lincoln i giy settled in
d, Sarah, arrived

ebruary 10, 180
in in May 1808. A few months later, Thomas purch
ollars a 300-acr near Hodgens
County He guid€® his expectant wj
homestead loc long Nolin Cre
zabethtown. A cal man later descri

e aremndscape and
ained the or1g1n e farm’s name, %g Spmg:
und about is rather I&¥el, that o hills of

ma.
fir

nan

hund

l

t
[0

"ef

o

o [T]he coun
s note but y places Small B (as t re called here)
O ~ which r the face of the co nevel:l%agreeable to ¢
b ¢ work fc ing[;] in these li sorb > ponds [form, ]
whic any cases answer valuable p s to the farmer O
’. for S .. Altogether th e is rat@etty. S
’ The olns’ abode on tN st topography oF&king
Q Spring ed that “of the p West neer—a one—roo@rcabin
witha outside chlmney 1n d only arude here,
on§ y, February 12, 1 e s second child w; n. They
chri d him Abraha on s murdered gra her. Infant
m and sister S ould h cant memories ir Kentucky

, because question lanﬁltles and poor soils forced their

;bm/_mm Lincoln (New York: Alfr nopf 1998), 27.

26. Tarbell and Davis, Early Life of Lincoln, 40.

27. E. R. Burba to William H. Herndon, May 25, 1866 4 rndon’s Informants, 257.
28. Tarbell and Davis, Early Life of Lincoln, 42.

e“
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o ai@ family. In 1811$mﬂy relocated

t
ea g Knob Creek. Q
Knob Cree eda rugged landsca n Nolin Creek, one
ed “knobs” risin@h forty-degree slopes

ve the streambed. I_‘ICOIH,

s cousin described
: &
kno s a piece of land ca e ... tall & pea
up against the round . . . with d

father to look else

ow valley ran t Cumberland Kmrhich
e@."Amo

n, Kentucky, wit shville, Tenness n@e
a

deep gorges,” a coln described £heMndsca
er bottomland llow—in whig amelemeam

joined Knob Creek. Upon three ¥rtile fields covering®£28 acr. ar this

#con , the Lincoln fa ettled.! Q
'\ ¢ arliest recollectidig@wrote Lincoln la’zglife, i he Knob
Cr lace.”? As a tod e imbibed Knob s Wi y bathed in

Is, caught its creatti¥s, and played in i d. HigggieVing mother
have washed igflits current the life y O baby brother

i
iS71t
\ mas, who lived ys beyond his b 181 an@lies today in the
o edmon family ce y on a nearby hillSife. Kn reek once nearly
rs laimed Abe’s li and playmate in G er were chasing par-
~ tridges when obably aroun%s' pped og and plunge

b ¢ the creek’s rai llen waters. Aus~ulled ashore and shoo
y
r

gasping chil il Knob Creek wﬁer spilled is mouth and br

ing resumed. “T"would rather se tin] t ny man living,” Lincoln
would sa}wmg his presiden& ¢
29.1 w, Dennis F. Hank Qﬂlliaﬁl andon, June 13, IB&Zemdon’s

coln later wrote, “ 1ded -creek, on the roadfrom Bardstown
Ky, ashville Tenn. at a p, ree, ¢ and a half miles So South-West

rton’s ferry on the i ork.” Abrafiam Lincoln, “Autob hy Written for
% . Scripps,” June 1860, ected 5, 4:61.
. Wayne Whipple! ory of Ye raham Lincoln (Philadelphia: Henry Alte-
us Company, 1915), 34. ¢
32. Abraham Lincoln to SamueQaft, June 4, 1860, in Gowcczed Works, 4:70; War-
ren, Lincoln’s Youth, 11.

33. Recollection of Austin Gollaher, as quoted in Tarbe avis, Early Life of Lin-
coln, 43—44. The latter quote appears on the historic sig ed “Lincoln’s Playmate,”

&

s [covered with] trees . . . as thi \
w. .Y w \



16 Lincoln in New Orleans
“The place on rote Lincoln late ife, “I remember
verywell...” H e learned the alpf&ifet from their moth-
er, and attende cription school” eir first lessons.3*
The region’s r lesson in hydrology.
“Sometimew e a big rain in the hills,” he reminisced,

ir wou orges and spread all
ce, we] planted t rn in what we call

it contained seven ac and I dropped [tvt m
Qin] every other hM every other row. \
morning there ca ig rain in the hilm \
a drop in the vall@t the water comin n ¢
e gorges washed , corn, pumpki nd
fF the field. ? ¢
t thef\indbln homestead, t k flowed out oei Is an the

lands 0r"the Rolling Fork. erton’s Ferry, th
the tead, allowed trayelers to cross that stgeam. Its wi
S ¢ join Salt River, whiclétied into the O@er; 300
\ str they joined the Mmgssippi, and 1,300 mgl8plater, i
t % Economy, soclz\band life in wholgMpFamong
lm]f the Lincoln h

¢ estead and througho@ighe regi
\ $e streams and rivgor arose on acc ns and villages

—t

he
med where river ged, disembogue imperg;vel. Atherton’s

ple who needed

O N
River with th 10 River becam
b set out on a hoat for New Orleans.
4
y

re. fluence of the S

re Thomas Linc
peding navigatign
the Ohio ga e to the city of L ille. ays, quite simply, cOn-
§ stituted the basic infrastructu tran alachian West
Rive@ads, towns, ferri Is, a ings exposed th olns
Q to the merican society tit;’@elf in the spacgo laced

native telled forests. Pﬁd di tionately by Vir s, it was

m@ Gollaher’s grave leasant Grove Baptist Church (@ery near Knob

n Kentucky.
. Abraham Lincolvuel H une 4, 1860, in Collkcted Works, 4:70; War-
n, Lincoln’s Youth, 11.
35. As recollected by J. J. Wrig conversation with Lj
Fehrenbacher and Fehrenbacher, Recollected Words of Lincoln
36. Ward H. Lamon, The Life of Abraham Lincoln, Fro 1
as President (Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, 18

on June 5, 1864, in

irth to His Inauguration



Q 1816, nced that Indian

Origins

a decidedly Southe@xlet : @)ur counties sur

homestead conta 1,000 residents j
than one in six i

17

ing the Lincoln
0, of whom more
ardin was home to

1,007 slaves, ¢ 7 adult white malfs.%) Travelers, oftentimes
with a cof] 0w, passed regularly,in front of the Lincoln
cabin trekk mberland Trail. sight troubled

Lincoln few of his neighb&My for while most ul—
turally n, t nerally thought mselves as West and

sly. In 1808, for ple, the South E
iles from Sin pring, saw fift

of slavery.” Ill fe among the con nts fo
th in 1809, when born The Li hems
j te Baptist congr n of the L1tt1e
y sentiment pre

egulated soc1ety

% lems added to as disenchant @ w1th
very additional settler made ucky less a fron
#ture e land claims of thg pioneer ¢
'\ irre metes-and- boun rveys in the Brgladm came b
y 1800s increasin Verlappmg, confu an contested
r title to the S1n Spring farm p
¢ y to Knob Creekfin 1811, but a la
o\ —only to be fo two years late

w

struc—
sed on

o 0 move his
per51sted in
dlspute regard-
contested land
a mere 200 acres,

tles had reduc omas total cla1 816 a to
~ which he later sell at a loss for me r%
¢ Exasperat homas Llncoln s eyes gtross the Ohio River

ley. Anglo—AQmans began arriving into t diana Territory

only recently, ®¥ilowing the defe he Brififtyin the War of 1812 and
§ the force ile of their Nati eric scs farther westwallhy The

federal g ment encourag tren, sident Madison ay 1,

i high-
est b . Better yet, fro oma¥, oln’s perspectiv%e lands

eyed systematic ccor,

ners were sa1d to tled
Computed by auﬁed on Alevel populations fi
810, as digitized by the National eographic Infor
rsity of Minnesota.

38. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 13
39. Louis A. Warren, Lincoln’s Parentage and Childhood
tury Company, 1926), 110-21, and Lincoin’s Youth, 13.

&

the Land Ordi

of 1785,

. Adding to Indi appeal was

the U.S. Census of
System of the Uni-

ork and London: Cen-

emw{”

3
N
g
v
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18 i Lincoln in New Orleans

the Ordinance of Whi l—@essly forbade sl and involuntary

servitude in the we tory. Word that eglon would soon
join the Union ree s onfirmed the co 1ona1 wisdom that
slavery would cros Ohio. Many oth: ntuckians and west-

ward- bounNerican the Indiana side of the Ohio River Valley

for settlem n the 188§ the Lincolns’ ex ce, once again, f ed
larger tro

ling Fork and flo down the Salt a
the improvise
some possessw pon landing at
nderson Cree
en miles inlan
cel ofgforest at the conﬂuence ot Little Pigeon and
the ane Township y County near
a temporary h ced camp” of un

nd open on one The land demarc

as then trekked back to Kentucky to
leen his rece ver experience, h
se and—wagon t ew site. Only

egally his,
, Sarah, and
1 the family by
, costik ofitlear possessions
furniture was more €asily burlt"anew than trans-
o-week trip o und
iew of a great rjy; e Ohi
pson’s ferry 2 On in In , the journey be
u1r1ng to be felled one b

for the party to advance. Final arrlved eir homestead.

Linther explained hi h d@ to leave Kentucky " yWe|
H. Barrett, Life o ' resenting His Early 9, Political
d Speeches (New Yor, ore, & Baldwin, 1865& 4; Warren,

outh, 13-15.
ne historian que his genera accepted story an ested Thomas
n took a land route on tiifs prosp ing trip. R. Gerald Mc vy, “The Lincoln

ﬁo
%i ation from Kentu dlana, a Magazine of . st@ﬁ% no. 4 (December

37): 388-91.
42. Josiah Gilbert Holland, 7: &f Abrabam Lincoln field, MA: Gurdon
Bill, 1866), 25-26; Whipple, Story of Young Lincoln, 37-39 iam H. Herndon and
Jesse William Weik, Herndon’s Lincoln: The True Story o eat Life (Chicago, New
York, and San Francisco: Belford, Clarke & Company, 1 :20.

%

P/e

- 0 SR
Se i estigate Indj homas Lincoln @a cr&

3
N
g
v

rrestrial miles g
his first trip acxé
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'~ in his orthogra

I will igat“Say to you that it wa& Brusl‘&:rushiest] Cun- O
try tghave Ever Scew Kind@ndergroth Spice

Origins i 19
removed to what i SpenéefLiounty Indiana, i autumn of 1816
... partly on ac of ; but chiefly on nt of the difficul-
ty in land title y. apher William Howells offered a
more verbose n of In’s characteristiqfilly¥succinct explanation,

but becaus~oln ha
unedited, t]‘

are wor oting: q 0
y the e fluences of slaveryae eginning to be f¢
e poo the non-slavehol ut the emigration

e right by whic eld his Kentucky

other,

n affairs.* \
entjgh—(¥htury historian infgreted three additj &actors
ho ncoln’s decision: igratory tendﬁéof his

the influence of distant kin wh® previously made move

—_

#Ohio the opportunity agesented by the openjng of the

Y ritorys <E Ié

\ iana’s side of the u iver Valley exhilsid¥ a simj pography,
t

ewy, and climate as entucky side. By was 1 ulated and
wild, as Lincolnéimself recalled poggi years m“When first

0
father settled her as then the fréne, wnther’s scream,
ed the night wit r, And bears preye the ....*" Lincoln’s
ess-lyrical cous nnis Hanks described circgel816 southern Indiana
y rustic vernaculgs
/

wolo]d Wild privy She ogw ape vines matted
tmather So that as t& Sayi es you could Drivc‘
Bares and wile C

a cher Knife up to t andle i : @
”r turkyes Squirls &cl.J* b

coln, “Autobiograp@c 18%{)[!&1‘&1 Works, 4:61— ‘
illiam Dean Ho‘# ife of Abra Lincoln, facsimile n of campaign
ha

iana University

*aphy corrected by the of Abrdgm Lincoln (Bloomington®
ress, 1960), 21. %
45. Louis A. Warren, ed., “Fac triduting to the 1816 n Migration,” Lin-

tor:
In Lore: Bulletin of the Lincoln Nwzfe Foundation, no. ovember 10, 1941).
46. Lincoln, in Collected Works, 1:386.

47. Dennis F. Hanks to William H. Herndon, March 66, in Herndon’s Infor-
mants, 235.

&

ited Howells’ work,and let his words stand

Thomas L is, we believe, t iefly attributed t \
securi s \
or, in days, land-titles wi ther more uncerta@an w



'S

\ Qre the completi my] eighth ye li@r 18175 In Oc-
o Q) er of that year as ventured to t nd in Vincennes to
Oa

¢ Lincoln clanrgl
’. : and hunt gani®dt the numerous #ks.52

20 i Lincoln in New Orleans
Indiana joined the ew weeks after t incolns’ autumn
1816 arrival, asa its decidedly Ke 1an cultural influ-
ence, and as the since Louisiana i 2. The nineteenth

gonal American

that had lo

titles.™®
tucky:

ern and central

itles an

n
dee rated iana to flee inse
o accoulriylndiana’s ruling

ti terw: “public highway
e th an even better d

ith N

frie&and kin from K

y joined the fa

eans—a key eler@o economic de
Father and son proceeded to &ar the landscape or il lnthg, oak,

#elm, , and an under th of dog-wood,
vineg ch abounded in # deer, turkey, a

ic Land Survey, a ca-

0 the old English metes-and-bounds method

cky “with defectigeland
fewer blacks th en-

i . Indiana counte
ica®Americans lived i Lincolns’ Spenc, unty m
in 1820, compare ,877 whites, wheggas their old Kentuc nty\
Hardirontai blacks and 9,0 ites.* If Thoma coln\
d slavery,m ed wm
ears later to d% 11 subs

awabling the Lincolri®®o build a larger m of he gs. Lincoln
nsinuated that ti#e new cabin was fi nd o d “a few days

egin payment ol quarter-section (140-acre)

so-called two-

quadrant of Sea 2, Township 4 of R

d plant corn and wheat; raj

im—the southwestern

5 West—under

r-an-acre law. ng title—% ed land, the exte

ogs, sheep, and ;

Abe wld spend the balk his@od at this Indiangljome-

, Life of Abraham Lj hO differing surveyi ems affect
the 1 e to this day, with Jidi ’{~ more orthogonal lin its county
bounl s and land parcels, a ime more convoluted deffaeations.

mputed by author b vel populations from ’S. Census of
1 s digitized by th al Historical’ Geographic Infor System of the

Youth, 21-23.
52. Herndon and Weik, Herndon’s Lincoln, 1:21-22; Ca
The Prairie Years and The War Years (New York: Dell Publ

wrsity of Minnesota.
. “William P. Dol Vall ant and Flatboat ” ed. Donald F. Car-
ony, Indiana Magazine a! gstory 6 ecember 1971): w

51. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” Q60, in Collected qu. 2; Warren, Lincoln’s

burg, Abraham Lincoln:
Company, 1954), 32.
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stead. “There was
audience in 1859
trees and logs
cousin recalle
bare footed
Corn—gat
play, an
out his

derness there th&@ he would tell an
axe was put in [ and; and with the
ght until [my] ieth year. . . ¥ A
ils of his father’s faril, Abe “and I worked
owed—mowed & ] led together—plowed

cked Corn. .. .” m work, school, es,
1s boyhood days, e fireside stories ed

his 1

whi nly visit to a m@lty and the apow

i 0o, Abe “grew his present eno
eet r inches, a stat ached by his 1
ted ortionately in h%s.s6 A later ac
e iconic physic o

into American cultural memor
#ill—f?otton osnaburg ghirt, the famous ax, ghe stren e stoic
'~ dete tion—at this staﬁlife:
He learned to useOax and to hold thggglough. H
m inured to all the duties of seed-time nw .
his father’s teadiyin the field, or from i
o¢ draught, or (& rough path to th he river

landing. FHe pecially. . . adept at felling trees, diid acquired

The | ity of labor,” which is with de es mere hollow

cant, me to him a true @pprecia ality.”
Abe in years began to it an@sic intellectual set
ing so

b sition [ ed him] to deriveai;hment fie the severest lot. O
y
4

against stic backwoods rin me

. Blc indeed: “There
school called,” he ack ge(b; no qualificationbever re-

braham Lincoln, "‘;at Indianap:is, Indiana, Septemle, 1859,” in Col-

orks, 3:463.

. Interview, John Vy Wil% Herndon, 1865-1866, in Herndon’s Infor-
ants, 455. Q

55. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 34

56. Lincoln, “Speech at Indianapolis,” in Collected Works,

57. Joseph H. Barrett, Life of Abraham Lincoln, Presentj s Early History, Political
Career, and Speeches (New York: Moore, Wilstach & Bald{ifi,5(865), 24-25.

&

i i of hunting exploj d animal attacks ont\
times talked of his 180§ flatboat trip to \\@)rle

ld by Thomas a er elders, usually, ative m

'~ a muscul ngth in which he uale ew. . . .
Avi s constitution, eerful, ining dispo- ¢
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quired of a teacher¢ Ther

for education. . . str
to sojourn in th

e@ absolutely nothi excite ambition
upposed to und d latin, happened

he was looked u s a wizzard.”® Abe

himself gaine his early masterflofreading and writing,
skills he gai and refined in Indl@a He became the town
scribe—"“t n the Neighborh: Wirote one bio er,
“[Metter, t living on the fro was an accomphﬁnt
but for rs almost unbeli . [what] psy, ngtS

111

his

d.” The lad als ored a sen31t1v1
e stereotype of Dagkwoods Westerne

recollection of sw

ing 2

rack in the cabin
manship. Quite ite:
t demise, Abe “ i c
e close to Abe lamcalled how he ¢
e ty to ammals Contending t n ants life was t s ours o
#to us. g*? He was deeme ficiently responsihje at age fo to be ~

sexton for the igeon Church, his f; served as

tru nd his family wgpped on the Sabb m
Qqulsltlve and thougftful, Abe hunge ion on the
¢ e did not knoy and sought explanggi d he did. He
\ @oned his rudim “ABC school’; tullest by mas-

° Qering “readin, writ d cipherin, to the and “read Every m

it.64

ook he could 1 hands on—Mas d it,” gg,one neighbor put i

O His reading for omething of a n1 fter— itual, as one cou
b ¢ recalled: “he go to the Cupbo&—Snat 1ece of Corn bre

take down a —Sit down on a chair—Co, legs up as high
: head and rea 76> He read Rob Cruso ose themes of lo tr1ps
Q 58. Li o Fell, December 2 ,in Co orks, 3:511.
59. 5 nt, Joseph C. Rich , for Wil . Herndon, 1865 in Hern-

ants, 473. ~
ren, Lincoln’s Youth, ‘
coln, “Autobiograp e 18 ollected Works, 4:62.

terview, Matllda Moore, by William H. Hcrndon@ember 8, 1865,
rndon’s Informants, 1
. Warren, meln 1-22
64. Interview, John S. ugl illiam H. Hernd ptember 17, 1865,
Herndon’s Informants, 130; L1 Fell, December 2 1n Collected Works,
3:511.
65. Interview, John Hanks, by William H. Herndon, 1 66, in Herndon’s Infor-
mants, 455.
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great rivers, native
Western experie
culcated in his
stand.”®® Anot

on his stu I~
unfamiliar % ion, one of Abe’s ligteners
dismiss ook a hne lies,” Abe respoﬁ.“)

the United States, cli-
merican rout of ese

Readin iam
maxes with the 1
ed AbSyith de ut New Orlea
firs €), as s on fellow West@nd future presi

Apgyew Jacks His reading of “Weems’ Life of %

s resse twelve-year-old , forty years later,

rote Lin
n, I

ct g@hisit passionately to afifggidience of senatgrs® c
0 pro e bulk of Abe’s lhouse educati i five
terms between Kentucky and [f¥iana (one aggreg for a o
boy ih( era). “I have not to school since,” cq1859; ~
'~ “Th, e advance I nowﬁI [regarding] ed icked up
froffiggme to time under ressure of necess m
¢’s mental acume\g;tll accounts ma nd physical
¢ , a pairing one adfnirer described as * pondence be-
\ en his peculiar g and the pionee @ he grew.””* Ev-
° inquisitive mo as matched with a very thoughtful m
IS anterlude, a funn ; every display of hanesty a$‘ics, one of mischief
O and prank. Am e twenty tattere ps of diana school no
incoln’s own ha

b ¢ book—the ear urviving docum: enne
. are the playferses of a daydreaming schoo
y § Abraha Ql is [e] ‘

Q m And with I e same 0

oted by Donald, Lin 1. '~

ren, Lincoln’s Youth,
. Lauriston Bullard,
on and Lincolniana

oes e River,” Lincoln Hepgla"¥ Magazine of
(February 1948): 2; William Gri , History of the
ized States: From Their First

% ttlementQg Colonies . . . (Philadelphia®™5€njamin Warner,

821), 255-59.

69. “Story of Lincoln’s ggle in Indiana and H@e Developed Him-
If,” Philadelphia Inquirer, Februa@O% p-11,c. 5.

70. Lincoln to Fell, December 20, 1859, in Collected Wor”Sll; Warren, Lincoln’s

Youth, 136.
71. Arnold Gesell, “Introduction,” in Warren’s Lincoln’@, XXi.
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24 Lincoln in New Orleans

Y
@ te n@ hast[e] and spees

d le re for fools to rea

Many biograp race n’s later greatnegthese seemingly hal-
cyon India S, W. lad first began to®ise above (figuratively
and hteral% hum rroundings. Bu ourse, communities of
all ty hou ry have spawne ir share of gifte

and se off i e world. Most up leading the d

inary people; a p s tew, like Linco
ture greatness i ung Abe’s boyh
itudes of simila ents experlence
ifleed started in
alwould more a

product1

s “halcyon” i 1s omew.
tragedy as Joy kmf

ed in

caused

rought nearly as

1818 ilk sickness, the mysterious trans-Appalachian pl
' by i g the milk of co at ingested the %trem white
ot plants. Their left the orphan nager is Hanks
are of the Lincoligggbhortly thereafte ctob 818, Abe’s
¢ other succumb to the same poiso ne—ye Abe helped
\ d her coffin and her in the Indi a family that
o ce numbered fi ly three Linco rvive d that number
early dropped when, in 1819, Abe himself, in his own words,

3
N
g
v

was kicked by allgise, and apparentl d for e &

>3
Now a Wlﬁr with chlldren llowed one diffi
b year to pass trekking to Ehzabet own tucky, to approagl

v old family fi , Sarah (“ Sally” , about the prospect of
' § marriage. That Sally was the sj Isaac , Thomas’ crewmyte dur-

ing his 1 urney to New O s, ill s how flatboat trigs S€rved
to forg al bonds. Sally, 1i omas also recently lost ouse,
and fodfig herself alone wij chlldren Matri in this
era t1ng more pragm ance, it would ave been
Vtm s brash or pres idower in ThomaWgpituation to

e to an old frie dowed sister in equally d1re s. Realizing

g\nlon was in everyon best iffgrest, thlrty—one—year— Sally agreed,

72. Lincoln, in Collected Works, q

73. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” ]une 1860, in Collected 4:62; Warren, Lincoln’s
Youth, 53-55.
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on December 2, 18 omas and raise ti\sﬂdren together.

ana homestead t ite with Sarah and
d cousin Dennis s, who was already

sharlng the ca

It must ge experience for TRhomas to remarry in the
same place is 1816 Kentucky- iana migration yith an
entirely arrival at Pigeon g;, the Lincoln hm@)ld,
previou beri ree, suddenly gr eight. Three boy, nty-
one—year—o d De anks, eleven-yeafold Abe, and ten-y. Jo

ton) tls (thirteen-ye d Sarah Elizabe hns
ear—o ah Lincoln, and ear-old Matilda ston),

s Sally homas, aged thistVtwo and forty@ sque

1ny om log cabin.”

ot Indiana’s side o Ohio River Va
on C ea, nearly empty of Native Am

the century, gained by 1820 n families with

1V1n in two m1les Lincolns. Populggion den51
' aro ree families per e mile in the 1
ly. the Lincolns w, e Carters, the ys,

ans the Grigsbys;®ne Hardins, and rawf

ost like them, ylere Anglo-Saxon recent igrated from
\ @tucky and enga imarily in farngs Qple meant more
o c1al economic, a ministrative intera , mo iting and travel-
IS , and better bortatlon infrastryature. multiplied and wid-

O ~ ened into roads of which connecf&e Lin omestead with

b ¢ river port of E ille. Ferries com ed op t1 n wherever roads

rivers, and ogpawned spontaneous settle that grew into t

’. : Stage lines b operating on rter1e e 1820s. Presses start-
ed crankigg out newspapers—&§ hshed in Indiandin the
Q 1820s— ail flowed to a rk of post offic oads
led so rd to the river to f Ro t and Troy, wh erson
Creekdidharged into the Glligand @ggliitionary new vesse ered by
stea asionally stoppe ese smokmg contra dehvered
m ndise, carried ofi ght visitors, incl promlnent

K ch as the Mar Lafiette during his celebr 1825 tour of
474. Woarren, Lincoln’s Youth, 71

75. Ibid., 98-102.
76. Llncolns Struggles as a Boy,” Philadelphia Inquirer, ry 28,1909, p. 11; War-

ren, Lincoln’s Youth, 168.
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/
O ~ [h]ere w steamboats, stri f flathgfati¥loaded with ¢
@ farm pfguce, other boats w oes fr@m*“Ihanufacturing

3J
S

nd corn, and sla ered hogs.” For t
@km lay behind and the rest of

26 Lincoln in New Orleans

the Western states.@ @ of Anderson Cr he Lincolns are
frequently found 1od and “on thj at highway™—the

Ohio River—“Li n ca i ouch with the o world.”””

There on t}&nks of

0

hio, Abe bega ow the initiative
ith maturation. in axing down

(oW
[¢]
"O
[¢]
=]
Q.
©
—
(@)
o

ting tre d aw at steamboats re a steady diet of;
o keep their boil t, Abe and two o set out in Augus ch
pn@d and anging it for m dise. The enter expo
river travel, craft &culture and thei i
ities aracters. Here b Abraham Lin,
that d last less than de but deeply in

io River broug be’s attention

mw e historian descr as that “strange@
m of the Mississippi.” It also brought him to t
Tayl ner of a packmﬁe and ferry in ne

Ab x dollars a mont perate a ferry ac
the seventeen- 1d to board with
ployment, which lasted six to nine m

, Abe Mlowed land,
imayi e’s life, home

odiin front of him.
rote Carl San t Lincoln’s Ohio Rive€r employ,

o S
job that ~
ily. During Sm
v

cente |ouseboats, arks, sleds, flatboa th small cabins °
in wl amilies . . . floate rd theiff #&¥ homesteads. .
Here was the life flow 'n arte

American civiliza—‘
tibudit a vivid time of gr
Taylor] kinghouse stock nison, bear an meats
fore to New Orleans, e to the flatboa e.%0 The

envi ent inspired hit ry émg carpentry sk y bu11d1ng
 /
ohn E. Iglehart, “The ing o Enghsh to Indianain 18 d Their Neigh-

ors,” Indiana Magazi ory 15 une 1919): 142; J. ard Murr, “Lincoln
Indiana,” Indiana Magaziiie of 4 0.1 (March 1918
78. Interview, Green B. Taylo p illiam H. Herndo tember 16, 1865, in

Herndon’s Informants, 129-130; Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 144
79. Sandburg, Prairie Years and The War Years, 45.
80. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 147.

\

Q -



Origins 27

a boat of his own.?oln lat recounted to his ﬁnﬂal cabinet a
! O

memory from th o ays:

Twass gatt mboat landing conalating my new
boa* onderi w I might improve hen a steamer

wn the river. At the sfhe time two pas-

to the steamer, I
eir trunks on boa

3 =
j=n
o}
o
~+
Q
=
=)
&
S
w
£
a
=]
o

eqm to scull these me
sgg anWafter seeing them c
earl br making ready to , en: “Yo
orgotten to pay me@y at once each t half dgl= o
ar in the bottom of the boat in which I was standing.
ou gentlemen m@nk it was a very sigll matte ~
‘ n the light of thing transpiring it wa I ass u m
it was one of the important inciden y life &Qgould
m scarcely believe my ¢yes. It was difficult S

I, a poor boy, earned a dollar in 1
¢ seemed wide fairer before me

rom that time.®!

o confident b
Various versionsbw “first dollar” st pear literature, beca

Lincoln told tl&necdote to a gro indiv remembered it

ferently. All the same basic story of the earned, but diff
important ribzlated details, as nin t%cerpted version:
. was about eighteen of longed, you know;
t at they call down , the ¢ ; people who do
@1 slaves are nobody . But succeeded in r
1efly by my labor, Qient e, as | thought, to j
i ing i riv . After much persjision,

and constructed a li at-
take a barrel or two of thing t we
little bundle, down to New Or-

81. As quoted by Murr, “Lincoln in Indiana,” 149. =
82. HenryJ. Raymond, The Life and Public Services ofAZ@ Lincoln . .. Together with

&



28 Lincoln in New Orleans

This version later r@ ‘ a@emplating my n tboat, and won-

dering whether de m tronger or impr°t in any particular
way. ...

A third Vé@, hear engineer and CiOfar officer Egbert L.
Viele durin! 862 g with Lincoln, hag eighteen-year-old Abe
hitching a man’s flatboat tﬁ whiskey and tob in

New O i up one evenin
to tran

nce (and seems
ans), it ranks am

t contradicts 1 4 own m

numerous level erroneously has In “li@n

ch into a seco d acc of a
“first dollar” reC8l€ction s light
ip with rivers. We }earn that enager

n a crude and sm le bu a desire
robably learned try a, e, having
. . some skill in se of [to build] a

.78 We also the fi me Lincoln’s

duce South,” w Orleans, an

%
perience also sha y his father. (Note, Wwever, Abe, according
o the above Ve‘bsought approval his ggther for said journey.)
Abe’s claim th produce “had bﬁtherebﬂy by my own
ertions,” or alt&tely “raised, chieﬂ~ my§‘ leaves open whe

he himself cgated such a load—a rather lean task—or

collected it fr&®1 other farmers. o hearB¢ahitivity about his family’s
humble cj stances relative am rewithal of slav ers.
It is curil hat Lincoln see o cas environment as slave-
holdin th, even though htigid livedlinfiree Indiana for gi mars by
this tj inally, the weigeincoll es to the memo%his first

¢ Papers . .. (New gerby and a;er, 1865), 754.

. As recollected by Egberti.. Vielﬁs' Fehrenbacher and Fehrettdacher, Recollected
u

similar version of this story in a New York
ts paper; see “Li ot a Flatboatman:

of Tobacco,” Springfield Republication, March 12, 1895, p. 1

ords of Lincoln, 453— € reco
ribune editorial picked up Dy a Ma
is Trip Down the Mississippi to rleans to Sell a Barﬁ‘ hiskey and a Case

riend at Court,” Dear-

84. William E. Barton, “The Girl Across the River: Li
born Independent, January 8, 1927, 21.

&



m early business w sacted at New s. It
Wi early market, and by much Mexicarﬁer was c :
t to Indiana. Stran
Cult
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dollar earned (“I a@ ¥y it@ one of the mos&ortant incidents

in my life”) prov sig what he consideeo be the formative

moments of his

The anec Iso sp to the important@ New Orleans played
vicariously i econongigs of Ohio River Valley‘ommunities. As distant
and foreigngt may een, the great S rn metropolis wzsnev-
erthele tricabl d with places suﬁgucolic Spencer ty,
servmg%stina i I most exports a ource of many i and
currenc hen ana] pioneers sp ‘going to town, a\
toN rleans ed one veteran € era; \

ota

f our early statesm me here from Lo@]

ay seem, thy doll
uted the larger pa@he coin of the pid @

veled with econ in both directiong, Said one Hoo-
s1er n remember the oats that went fr ere wi oduce to
” When one pgfular flatboatman ned diana, “he

'
t w1th him the firs®®¥fanges and cocoa hat ev, e to India-
¢ is. ... [O]n hlS turn from ‘Orlea ok d in [showing]
\ e chlldren ck of tropical d t en their child-
° 0 arts with present

¢
3

6 encounters w he wo of rivers and flatboats
may explain an j sting but almos 1nly a phal story conte
ing that the se en-year-old actu arrie e envisioned vo
down the ippi at that time. Indiana cher J. Edward

first heard it William Forsy; nd Jetfefshn Ray Jr. in an 1892 in-
terview.®’ sythe, in his eld hat Abe, having&gently
harveste cured two hogs of tob negotlated Wlth oat-

Lincoln’s ci

builde ed Jefferson Ray 2 1nformant) t 1m “at

the o Ray carried his eans and pald differ-

ence@ne residents, inc and at least one@olltemporary

Wan reported W1th 1den t the ensuing jou onstituted

Q . George R. Wlls His Day and Gengeation,” Indiana Maga-
ne of History 18, no. 1( a hl Q

86. Calvin Fletcher, “Early In is: The Fletcher P: Third Installment,”

Indiana Magazine of History 2, no. 1 (March 1906): 130. q
87. Francis Marion Van Natter, Lincoln’s Boyhood: A cle of His Indiana Years
(Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs Press, 1963), 198, foo 15 to Chapter 4.
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30 Lincoln in New Orleans

Lincoln’s first ﬂat@/oy

ew Orleans, t ars prior to that

which is almost wsaﬂ ted.® In anothergf&yion, expounded by
Indiana researc ancis ion Van Natter, t estination is Mem-
phis.® That n Tenn city, however, co sed all of a few dozen

houses andﬁndred residents in 1826, an unlikely target for a
long-dista elivery rop that could b n locally. No othegrevi-
dence ¢ 26 story; ForsythcWpd Ray themselveswthe
sole so self contradicte hen he stated t was
“nineteen [wh
clear

de his first trip yfotl a flat-boat to Neys Clleang@

ge to Memphis o

fact it happen% ythe’s
man confusing less t
emories of tha rticu m-

tuture president@ered and toiled Troy fi
The memory of another rive®xperience in this elateQ istant

#relatl gustus H. Chap in 1865, appears gt first to b € con-
'~ vincigi¥In the year 1827 &ghapman wrote, é

ings with the ha

silver Do, is is the first silver doilars LincOin ever had

or owned own & of it he w: y pro§
Did Lincoln il&d help dig the L'&e a rtland Canal?

weakens Ch n’s otherwise confident re tion is that no

&

y source corrobdiites this rather m@xperi or a young country boy
' § on the brigk of adulthood. Tx 0 e represented his
Q trip frow@ne (125 river mi nge& away from famj
town v€gmad (Louisville), po his engthy steamb, e, and

e circumventin%m Great

firstr a nationally sig nt préjgst.
Fall e Ohio, which i tt ville and Portla& nal even-

A Lincoln & hlis] °Brother John D Jokmston wen her

¢ m to Louisvill Ky to try & get work & amnc mo, [ely
obtained work*hcir arrivall there Loygvi Port-

o land Canall en through worl ere d off in

?/

. Murr, “Lincoln in Indiagid,” 18—1

. Van Natter, Linc ood, 4 ee also J. Edward 1, “Life of Abraham
incoln,” as excerpted by B&ss V. nwy The Missing Cbapﬁ the Life of Abraham
incoln (Chicago: Walter M. Hill; 86. In this source, % knowledges that his

hypothesis “has received no credence and has been disallow:

90. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” June 1860, in Collected Ww

»

91. Chapman to Herndon, September 8, 1865, in Hern nformants, 100-101.
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9

tually accomplishece why, d@lcoln himself ne ention the expe-

rience, particular ing ny speeches he w, deliver on internal
improvements? the recoMgction ends on a ¢ dollar” note invites
suspicion that man ave confused pa Lincoln’s own “first

dollar” storN
One mght surmi@at Lincoln’s cirﬁ6—27 river expegignces
would o m to career as a riverb lerk or captain.” ad,
they ga is 1] perience arguinfafourt case—his oy Ws re- m
“scull” passeng m t\
iis service earned éepro\
es to run a ferrygMyice on
ed out to Abe a% d him
here they confr him. y
ewinglfi , Abe arrested ught n-
Q‘n the charge of o@ing a ferry wit licenseﬁcoln
argued effectively that while t entucky license ed thgigentuck-
passengers acrogggshe river” into Indiaga, it did r@pressly

ians
ls forbj ers “to convey a&nger from the a b@t e deck ~
of sing steamer.”” I ssed with Abe’s y an mentative m
a@n, the squire dismiS¥d the case.
¢ incoln, exhilarat@d with his newly di d tal rm:w fascinated
o\ egal processes. nded court in enﬂ could and read m

diana legal tome oughly. Troy’s postlifice re a steady stream
IS f regional news , of which “Abe aCo t reader,” recalled his
O ~ stepmother; “I re of this for the of 1'%—29—30. The na
¢ of the Louisvi urnal seems to sg ike og®. Abe read histories

b pers—& otl—Qooks. .. % Thus broadene coln’s horizons o
’. e Jhio. Rivers woul fully oy Abe for the ziw ew

banks of th
§ years, butghe Troy ferry incid 1d 2 him the seed fordfjgareer
Q in law, amer one in politic 0
ccounts of the Lins’ 18@10mestic life 1i atmo-

spher, armth and happificd), des * ouseful of compl poten-
tiall bustible stepfamd ati ins. Another Hanks®el4tive, John,
xpa

the household to members.

ife on the Mississippi (New York: & Row, 1958), 28.
93. Barton, “Girl Across the River,” Dearborn Independen ary 8, 1927, 3-22.
94. Interview, Sarah Bush Lincoln, by William H. He , September 8, 1865, in
Herndon’s Informants, 107.
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!! “WhenIwasa bfw: MarAin 1883, “there was hut one permanent am-
ition among my comrades 11f our @ . &lo be a steamboat amuel L. Clemens,
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Villager Aaron Gr# the d the family in P$ 1826 when he

married Abe’s o viv -blood sibling, Qen—year—old Sarah.
The couple mo t the n cabin in anticj of their firstborn
in late 1827

&

The op and h at came with th year did not last
]anuary ications at childb ook the lives of

and infant. The d f his sister deva Abraham; the e

clei beca nly child. Th on Grigsby, in Li

d11 ied in of seeking medi tention for his $
ilies. r

I'CSCl’l

n1ne
fe
acco

steadfast vigor, trustworthlness and 1nte111gence T

¢ him attention of Jam ntry, Pigeon Cr
'\ Gentry traced a nal history simil

in Virgin-
i ntry in North Caro ina). Both migrate entu the1r youth

co, years his senior. were born in th

married three y apart (1806 and resp Both moved

O\ pencer County, na—in 1816 an Bo SO many young
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en of the Wes ided flatboats to Thomas at least
/ once, Gentry sey, imes. They dlffe ow matters of finan
and ambition. off to begin w‘t Sopmes G acqu1red one thé
b @ sand acres of | o Thomas’ 160), a ered through far
N a store, and r landing. The l ing ope at the foot of theu
y River bluffs on which the v11 ck ortyat, about sevente river
§ miles be roy Gentry’s su s re locally, makin clan
Q the com ty’s leading fami d 1nsp the name of the . The
older en of Gentry’s b cluding son A knew
Abe ell; one, Hanna a schoolhouse cr n him.”
Jam&s{entry is said to h mployed the tal ung Abe to
a im on his farn, , for “was in [the ry] home a
part of his youth%d] d not help but be i 1ns and helped

e Gentry fam r sta of living, thClI‘ me comforts and

95. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 174.
96. Ibid., 134, 157.

¢
&
Q



Origins 33
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their conversation.’
also served asa p fice
cussion, and civj

lectual stimul ith t

with James, ps

Like n‘% s in the region, Gentry often bgrtered
mercha gfor the agriculturaifgroduce of his cash ed
custom hen s iles reached a cefflary) level, he arrange rgo-

lingering at the ry Store, which
as a source of negapers, political dis-

'The cerebral Ab found more intel-
entrys than the léns—and particularly

s father.

load to sell in Ne ans for hard curgncy, usually with th, of 1\

ntry decided it*wi time for such a

sons. Ay in 1
All 1th on Orleans voyage

ssel, bu needed a reliab

th
ow earty constituti

—wi
is s gestion or (more y) his own jud forty-
es offered nineteem—old Abraham najo ssist
twenty-one-year-old Allen Gent¥ in guiding a fla to N rleans
#to se uce, for a salary gfe$8.00 per month—gfrom the ti start-
'~ ing returning hom us the fare for] %y ba@ steam]
bo James might hav, a second motiveMmdiring el-headed
m) keep an eye on AT Q
ith the recent pfemory of his dece er andwconstant lure
@1&: river, Abe ne ittle arm—twistécce@ new job would
fer, in the estima f one historian, “t oste g and important
prerience of A iana years.”1% trip, agghthe destination, would
also mark the phical and cu\léu@ogee% life, and influe
his intellectual®er in significant h &

&
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